
		
			
				46

			

		

		
			
				Obi-wan Kenobi is a classic hero in every sense of the word. Once a great general of the Jedi Knights, but cast into ob-scurity as a result of the galactic wars, he lived out the later years of his life as an ordinary person in the desert regions of Tatooine. But he had an appointment with destiny.

				 It was triggered when he came to the rescue of Luke Skywalk-er. Luke had been looking for his new and wayward mechani-cal Artoo-Detoo, when he encountered the Tusken Raiders. He would have been killed by these desert bandits had Kenobi not come to drive them away.	 Out of that encounter, a relationship developed between Keno-bi and Luke which set the stage for a daring mission that would change the course of life for everyone in the galactic system.

				The Power of the Force

				Ben Kenobi had a distinguished career in the Jedi Knights, one 
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				characterized by his amazing use of the power of the Force for the good of others. This won for him deep reverence on the part of his fellow Jedi Knights, as well as respect from his foes. His mere presence sent terror racing through the hearts of the Tusken Raiders (Do Tusken Raiders have hearts?).

					Darth Vader cautioned Governor Tarkin not to underestimate Kenobi’s skill in utilizing the awesome power of the Force.

				But now Kenobi was literally passing on the sword to the next generation, along with all his knowledge about the Force. Young Luke Skywalker became Kenobi’s single disciple for learning how to appropriate the power of the Force. Luke’s ad-venturesome spirit and ability to grasp the ways of the Force quickly led Kenobi to compare him favorably with his late fa-ther, also once a Jedi Knight.

					Sometimes, it almost seemed as though Kenobi himself was the Force. This was especially so when he manipulated the thoughts of his foes or faced them with light saber in hand. He wielded the slender shaft of pure energy in such a way as to sug-gest that he and this incomparable weapon of the Jedi Knights were one.

				The Morning Star

				The relationship of Kenobi to the Force has an important parallel in the real world. It centers in the person of Jesus Christ, poet-ically called “the bright morning star” in the Bible (Revelation 22:16). Just as the make-believe Kenobi of Star Wars had the power of the Force within him, the real person of Jesus Christ has the power of the True Force within Him—God! Only more: The Apostle wrote of Jesus:

				4 But when the fullness of the time came, God sent forth His Son, born of a woman, born under the Law, 5 so that He might redeem those who were under the Law [against sin], that we might receive the adoption as sons. 6 Be-cause you are sons, God has sent forth the Spirit of His Son into our hearts, crying, “Abba! Father! ” (Galatians 4:4-6):

			

		

	
		
			
				48

			

		

		
			
					While Kenobi was wise in the ways of the Force, Jesus Christ, even as a youth, astounded the rabbis with His wisdom and knowledge of God. Not to mention the numerous miracles He performed! Just as Kenobi taught his former disciple, Darth Vader, and his new one, Luke Skywalker, in the ways of the Force, Jesus Christ taught His disciples (and multitudes more) the ways of the True Force, Almighty God.		The Tusken Raiders fled in terror at the sight of Kenobi, and so did Satan’s demons flee from Jesus, the Son of God, so great was His power and authority over them.

				The Name Above All Names

				The name of Jesus Christ is known to practically everyone. In-deed, His name is widely associated with many personalities in government, business, entertainment, and even former crim-inals.

					Washington, D.C. and much of the skeptical press wouldn’t believe it when former Watergate figure Chuck Colson revealed that Jesus Christ was his Savior and Lord.

					President Jimmy Carter has said the most important person in his life is Jesus Christ.

					Walt Disney star Dean Jones turned his life over to Jesus Christ in a lonely motel room after finding nothing but frustra-tion and emptiness in his desperate search for happiness and pur-pose in career, money and alcohol.

					And former Black Panther leader Eldridge Cleaver returned from self-exile to shock the world that he, too was a Christian!

					No other person in history has had so great an impact upon mankind, so that history itself is divided around the date of His birth: B.C. (Before Christ) and A.D. (anno domini—“in the year of our Lord”).

				The Life That Changed the World

				Jesus Christ was born in the obscure village of Bethlehem in Judea (Northern Judea). He worked in His earthly father’s car-penter shop until, at around age thirty, Jesus began preaching to Jews and Gentiles alike throughout Israel. More than 20 centu-
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				ries have passed since His birth, and religions and religious cults have come and gone, but Jesus Christ remains the central figure in history. There has never been a government or any leader who has come close to having the impact on the world as that of Jesus Christ.

				Predictions of His Coming

				Bible scholars have counted more than 300 prophecies of Christ’s coming in the Old Testament. Because of our limited space in this book, we can look at only a few of them, as follows: The first book of the Bible (Genesis) carries the first prophecy about the coming Messiah, His being born of a woman and His triumph over Satan (Genesis 3:15).

					Don’t let the word “Messiah” confuse you. It’s the Hebrew word for “anointed one,” just as “Christ” is the Greek word with the same meaning. The Old Testament was written in Hebrew and the New Testament in Greek, thus “Messiah” and “Christ” refer to Jesus of Nazareth, the man who, through the cross, be-came the Christ of God (1 Corinthians 15:45).

					The coming Messiah is seen as a great prophet (Deuteron-omy 18:18-19). Moreover, He was seen in the Psalms as the coming Messiah-King, who would rule in Zion and be God’s Son (Psalms 2:2, 6, 7, 12). The prophet Isaiah pictured Him as a man, as God, as the King of Israel, and as the Savior who would die for the sins of the world (Isaiah 9:6-7,53: 4-12). Though He is eternal God, He was to be born in the little town of Bethlehem, of a virgin, according to prophecy (Micah 5:2).

					When taken in its whole, the Old Testament prophecies of the coming Messiah pointed to Him as being far more than a man. He was to be the God-man.

					Just as Obi-wan Kenobi’s life and death changed the course of history in that make-believe galactic struggle of the distant past, so too has the life and death and resurrection of the living Christ changed the course of history for the better.

				 * * * * *
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